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Understanding crab adaption not only sheds light on their survival strategies but also offers [T 1lcm avg., 0.1-25cm range Purple = Smallest
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The materials we used were a ruler, a hollow square (55cm x 55cm), a Birch Bay Fossil Beach Marine Park

camera, and a packet of marine life species. We went to Birch Bay
together on 5/22/25, to Marine Park on 5/1/25, and to Fossil Beach on
5/3/25.
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We walked down near the coastline, and we looked for a good

location in the intertidal zone, where we expected to see crabs. We . M arine Pa rk
measured a small square to look for crabs in. In our small square we i Fossil Beach Kerndale Sandy beach, eelgrass, brown algae
started to move around rocks and quickly the crabs started moving ” Y - Mixed small, smooth rocks & sand o] . _
around. One person would hold the crab in their palm or a shell, and 8 e 14cmav ¢ DA 5 @ 5.5cm an:, 25-9cm range
the other would measure and write down what color and size the crab "—‘ ’ g" . : 8 ¢ 16 crabs allve, 3 dead
was. Then process would repeat. | @ 7 crabs alive e Crabs were red, purp|e’ and orange
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The Salish Seashore is home to many different —— . : :f\',':t'io
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types and sizes of crabs. some of the most common are
Dungeness crab (up to 10 in.), hairy shore crab (1.9 in.), helmet crab (4 in.), kelp
crab (4.3 in.), purple shore crab (2.2 in.), and red rock crab (7.8 in.). (WDFW,
2023) Many species spend time in the intertidal zone, between low and high tide.
This is a particularly interesting area for marine and plant life, because the
species must survive in air and water, light and darkness, with conditions
changing throughout the day, month, and year.
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Crabs are adapted to their local habitats. Nt

Each beach that we visited had different characteristics in terms of landscape

and the other mar|n(? and plant I|.fe present. In Blrc.h Bay, the beach was Ia.rge Where to flnd the Crabs. Ack led
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